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St Paul’s 
Trinity Pacific 
Presbyterian Church 

 

    ‘Connecting Christian faith with everyday life  

                      in the heart of the city” 

Heritage Artefacts on Display 

            Take a visit:  

All Are Welcome 

St Paul’s Presbyterian 
Opened 1867 

147 Lichfield St 

Trinity Congregational Building 
Opened 1875 

124 Worcester St  
(Corner Worcester/Manchester St) 

St Paul’s Presbyterian Building  
Opened 1877 
236 Cashel St  

(Corner Cashel/Madras St) 

 23 October, 1969 St Paul’s Presbyterian  & Trinity Congregational 
combined in union forming a multi-cultural parish.  

The name St Paul’s Trinity Pacific Presbyterian Church was derived. 

 

Access                                                             
St. Paul's Trinity Pacific Presbyterian Church 
is situated on the corner of Fitzgerald Ave 
and Alfred Street. The building is open for 
viewing on weekdays from 10am to 3pm and 
every Sunday. 

For further information contact:                                                 
Church Office: Phone 03 379 1036                                   
Email: trinitypacific@xtra.co.nz                
Web site: www.stpaulstrinitypacific.co.nz               
Postal Address: P.O. Box 22688, High St, 
Christchurch 8142 

Physical Address : 45 Fitzgerald Ave 
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Our Journey... 

Moderator The Right Rev Richard Dawson officially opens new Church        
8th February 2018 



 

 

 

The Mission Outreach Corner does not show all of our early 
rich historic heritage. Here are some references from “Deep 
Roots & Firm Foundations” St Paul’s Centennial Book. 
 

Mr John Anderson, founder of St Paul’s in 1864 and leader of 
the congregation. Laid the foundation stone to the Cashel St 
Church on 6th November 1876. 
 

The Rev John Elmslie, a native of Aberdeenshire,  was called to 
St Paul’s in 1876 and was inducted on May 4, 1876. 
 

William Chrystall arrived in Lyttelton late 1877 and settled in 
Christchurch. For 22 years he was an office bearer in St Paul’s 
church and a valued friend of the young parishioners. 
 

Dr Robert Lamb M.A., M.B., Ch.M., B.D, was the first Mission-
ary from St Paul’s who went to the New Hebrides in1892—1904 
 

Rev William & Mrs Mary Francis, Missionaries at Onesua High 
School, New Hebrides in 1959-1967. 
 

Mr T. W. Reese was a founder of the Presbyterian Young Men's 
Bible Class Union in 1902. 
 

Margaret Gillies was an active well respected leader in the Young 
Woman's Bible Class from 1904 to 1907. 
 

Rev Alex Reese was the second Missionary from St Paul’s and is a 
brother of  T. W. Reese. He worked in Brazil from 1909 to 1951.  

 

Miss Jessie Hardie, St Paul’s own Missionary from 1923 to 1951 at 
Jagadhri, India. 

 

Miss Glayds Ridddle, who followed Miss Hardie as own Missionary 
from 1951 to 1956. 
 

SPTP Grace Women's Ministry in Partnership with New Zealand 
Church Missionary Society. Encounter Philippines Team, short term 
Mission to Hebron, Children's Bible Ministry, Bulacan in 2017. 

War Memorial 

Heritage Corner 

Mission Outreach 

Heritage Corner 

Historic Heritage 

Artefacts 

 

With World War 1 over, St Paul’s congregation decided to 
erect a Roll of Honour to the 117 young men who had gone 
from the congregation, and, as well, memorial screens enclos-
ing two new vestries of the Cashel Street St Paul’s Church 
building in memory of those who had fallen — twenty six in 
all.  
On July 18, 1920, the Rt. Rev. J. A. Asher, M.A., unveiled the 
screens, and the Rev John Paterson, M. A., unveiled the Roll 
of Honour.  

 

The 4 brass plates that formed part of the memorial screens, 
salvaged after the February 2011 earthquake from the Cashel 
Street site, are fitted in a new wooden frame.  
The triangular top panel with carved burning bush emblem 
originally mounted over the vestry memorial screen door has 
been retained and fitted to the new base panel above the 4 brass 
plates. One plate was lost during the buildings demolition. 
Which plate was replicated by a craftsman engraver?  

 

On Sunday April 24, 1955, the Memorial Plaque in honour of  
St Paul’s 39 members (3 killed in action), was unveiled and 
dedicated. 
 
 

The 4 restored stairway banister gas light fixtures that now 
stand in the main foyer each reflect an outward mission. 

 

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:4-5 
 

I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life. John 8:12 
 

While I am in the world, I am the light for the world. John 9:5 
 

You are the light of the world. No one lights a lamp and puts it 
under a bowl: instead he puts it on the lampstand, where it gives 
light to everyone in the house. Mathew 5:14-15 

1905 WILLIAM HILL AND SONS ORGAN 
 
 
 

A small brass plate attached to the side of the organ commemorates the 32 
years of outstanding services given by Mr George Martin.  
 

It reads: 

The Organ was restored in memory of 
George Miller Martin Mus. B., F.T.C.L., L.R.S.M.  

1911-1984.  
Organist and Choirmaster 1952 — 1984.  

This organ was restored in memory of GEORGE MILLER MARTIN  
Organist and Choir Master of this Parish 1952-1984 

A pioneer of children's music in this city  
Dedicated to the Glory of God  

15th September 1991.  
Original installation 1905.  

“Good Shepherd may I sing thy praise within thy house forever” 

Interior view of auditorium with restored pipe organ in place 
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St Paul’s Trinity Pacific Presbyterian Church 

Heritage Artefacts 

ENTRANCE FOYER FLOOR LIGHT FIXTURES 
 

The Gas Company was given permission in 1864 to lay gas mains in 
the streets and the first houses were lit with gas the same year.  
 

Early Gas Lighting fixtures were installed at the time St Paul’s 
church was open in 1877 and formed part of the crafted timber banister 

leading up from the ground floor to the gallery.  
 

A second gas light was mounted at the top of the 
stairs. The West and East tower stairways had iden-
tical gas lighting fixtures. 
 

The 4-cast brass salvaged heritage lights have been 
restored, converted to electric and mounted in the 
new church foyer. The wooden pedestals were  
carefully replicated from photographs. 

 
 
 

DR ROBERT LAMB - MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

Robert Lamb grew up in St Paul’s and was the first missionary from 
the congregation. In 1892  Robert and his wife went to Ambrim in the 
New Hebrides. A hurricane, in which his young twin sons were killed, 
wrecked the station within a year of his arrival.  The makeshift houses 
were hardly rebuilt before they were burned down by fire. A volcanic 
eruption a year later destroyed the station and the food gardens. Never-
theless, a hospital with 52 beds was established. 
 

THE REV DR J. ELMSLIE M.A., D.D. - MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

The Rev Dr John Elmslie, a native of Aberdeenshire,  was called to 
St Paul’s in 1876 and was inducted on May 4, 1876. The first minister 
to take the pulpit of St. Paul’s Church new building when it opened on 
28th October 1877.  
The Memorial Tablet was made and given by his daughter, Mrs C. 
Campbell. 

WORLD WAR I & II  AUDITORIUM MEMORIAL CORNER 
 
 
 

With World War 1 over, St Paul’s congregation decided to erect a Roll of 
Honour to the 117 young men who had gone from the congregation, and, as 
well, memorial screens enclosing two new vestries in memory of those who 
had fallen — twenty six in all.  
On July 18, 1920, the Rt. Rev. J. A. Asher, M.A., unveiled the screens, and 
the Rev John Paterson, M. A., unveiled the Roll of Honour.  
 

The 4 brass plates that formed part of the memorial screens, salvaged after 
the February 2011 earthquake from the Cashel Street site, are fitted in a new 
wooden frame.  
 

The triangular top panel with carved burning bush emblem originally mount-
ed over the vestry memorial screen door has been retained. One plaque was 
lost during the buildings demolition, and was replicated by a craftsman en-
graver?  

 

On April 24, 1955, the Memorial Plaque in honour of those members of St 
Paul’s who had served in World War II, was unveiled and dedicated. 
 
 
 
 
 

VESTRY PHOTOGRAPHS: 
A historic photographic collection of  Ministers, Deacons, Session Clerks 
Missionaries  and many other prominent people that helped shape the life of 
St Paul’s & Trinity, are displayed in chronological order.  
 

Many other photographs are held in the 
archives for future displaying. 
The small table, restored after the 2011 
earthquake is the original St Paul’s Com-
munion table circa 1916, later used in the 
Bible Class Room, Cashel Street site. The 
main Church and Office were demolished 
on 13th April 2011. 

MISSION OUTREACH AUDITORIUM  MEMORIAL CORNER 
 

WILLIAM CHRYSTALL - MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

William Chrystall arrived in Lyttelton late 1877, and settled in Christ-
church, and establishing the business of Chrystall & Co. He was inter-
ested in educational matters, having been a member of the North Can-
terbury Education Board & Governor of Canterbury College. He was 
an active member of the Christchurch Chamber of Commerce (1879—
1882), Chairman of Herricks Home, treasurer of the Canterbury Bible 
Society and President of the Young Men's Christian Association.  
 

Married in 1877, his wife died in 1881 leaving two sons. In 1886 he 
married again, to the daughter of the late Mr J Inglis J.P.. There were 
three sons and two daughters by this marriage. William Chrystall died 
on the 5th July 1901.  
 

For 22 years he was an office bearer in St Paul’s church and a valued 
friend of the young parishioners. 
 

MARGARET GILLIES - MEMORIAL TABLET 
 

Margaret Gillies was an active well respected leader in the Young 
Woman's Bible Class for those from age 19 upwards. Reformed on co-
operative lines in 1904, its membership increased from 20 to 62 within 
a very short seven month period. 
 

They raised funds for a new organ by levying members and working 
up a concert and social. The sewing class made 116 new garments and 
30 were renovated for distribution to the poor. Once a month darning 
and mending was done at the Orphanages.  
 

Classes in First Aid (with individuals gaining their Ambulance Exami-
nation and Home Nursing) were on offer.  
 

The class also very heartily took up the game of ‘Basket Ball’.  
 

The Junior Young Men's Class was reformed in 1905 with 21 members 
and the Junior Young Women's Class in 1907 with 32 members. The 
age of members for both classes was 15-18 inclusive. 

William Chrystall Margaret Gillies  Robert Lamb Rev John Elmslie Lamps WW1 WW11 Roll World War 1 Roll 

Gallery stair 
bannister light 

Vestry with Communion table, 
chairs and photographs  



 

 

Charcoal drawing by Ronald Stevens, a past Elder of St Paul’s 

1905 WILLIAM HILL AND SON ORGAN 
 
 
 
 

Another most important aspect of St Paul’s Trinity Pacific Church is 
its organ, built in London by W. Hill & Son in 1905. After more than 80 
years of excellent service, it was dismantled by the South Island Organ 
Company who completely overhauled it and brought it up to date. This 
process took more than 6 months during which time other instruments 
were utilised. 
 
 

After the arson in 2009 the SIOC once again dismantled the badly fire 
damaged organ for restoration off site while waiting for the Cashel St 
building to be refurbished under Heritage requirements. However the 
2011 earthquake necessitated the buildings demolition. The organ was 
stored off site until the new Fitzgerald Ave Church building was com-
pleted in 2018. 
 
 

The interior construction is in solid mahogany. As is usual with an in-
strument of superior quality, both in workmanship and materials used, it 
has given outstanding, trouble-free service for over 112 yrs. 
  

It is a tubular-pneumatic action three manual organ of some 1100 pipes, 
made up of 4 divisions of pipework that correspond to manual key-
boards of 58 notes and pedalboards of 30 notes.  
 

Before electric power was installed two young people manually pumped 
the bellows to produce air. The bellows remain active in case of a power 
cut. 

  

It is the largest Hills Organ in NZ and believed to be the only remaining 
organ of its type in the world. 
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COMMUNION TABLE & CHAIRS 
 

The present Communion Table circa 1940’s displays an early PCANZ symbol 
from 1916. The current symbol is above the main auditorium foyer entrance. 
 

Communion Memorial Chairs: Procured circa 1947 to the memory of; 
 

ALEXANDER & JANE HELEN HUTCHISON 
Presented by their son, Alexander Hutchison 
 

MRS MARGARET SIMPSON died 24 July 1942  
Presented by her daughter, Miss Nettie Simpson 
 

ANNIE EAMES CHRYSTALL 
Presented by her son, Gordon B Chrystall 
 

WILLIAM JENNINGS 
Presented by his wife, Mary Jennings 
 

ALEXANDER ROBB 
Presented by his son, Andrew Robb 
 

ANNETTE MCCASKILL 
Presented by her husband, Peter McCaskill 
 

JOHN GEORGE MACLACHLAN.  
Presented by his wife Alice MacLachlan.  

Baptismal 
Font 

Brass 
Lectern 

Wooden 
Lectern 

Communion Trays, glasses & 
Pulpit Bibles 

Communion 
Chalice 

Brass Claw Foot Lectern: 
In memory of George Burn an Elder of St Paul’s Church 1899—1927. 
This lectern was gifted by some who remember a consistent Christian 
life with respect and affection (1938) Mrs May Burney was present at 
the lectern’s blessing. 
 

Three Sided Rimu Lectern: 
This lectern crafted by Mr Seu Siave in 1966, with panels that evoke 
lancet windows, mounted on a circular base: the Trinity over the world. 
It was restored to its former glory in 2011 after earthquake damage. 
 

Baptismal Font: 
Baptismal Font was presented in loving memory of Frances Violet 
Dalziel by her family. It has the inscription “suffer the little children to 
come unto me” 
 

Communion Brass Trays, Chalice, Goblet & Pulpit Bibles: 
The small communion glasses are presented in an impressive stack of 
brass trays and plates from Trinity while the large Communion Chalice 
and Goblet are from St Paul’s, in memory of our coming together in 
Christ. 
 

Black Covered pulpit bible presented by The Mulipola Family on 
January 1992 in memory of their beloved parents, Talele & Vaiana 
Is’araelu Mulipola. 
 

White Covered pulpit bible presented by Addington Samoan SDA 
Church on 30 October 2011 was presented by Pr Kenneth & Linda 
Fuliese Ma le Ekalesia.  
 

Vestry Table circa 1916 is the first Communion table from St Paul’s, 
eventually replaced in the late 1940’s by the existing table. This table 
now sits in the new Vestry. 
 
 

 

FOUNDATION STONES: Inscription's read; 
 
 
 
 

St Paul’s Church foundation blocks of volcanic 
stone from the Port Hills, laid 1876 at the time 
the foundations were formed on Cashel Street. 

 
 
 
 

The Union of St. Paul’s & Trinity 
St. Paul’s Trinity Pacific Hall. Opened 1st May 
1976 by the Moderator of the General Assembly 
of The Presbyterian Church of NZ. Rt Rev Ian 
Breward M.A. B.D PH.D.  
Below this plaque is the original Foundation 
Stone from the old hall.  
E. B. McGregor, Architect. T.H. Alexander, 
Contractor. 

 
 
 

St Paul’s Wooden Youth Hall stone, laid by Hon 
C. J. Smith M.L.C. 12 December 1907 


